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 Copiend, pages wii wo ind rs (fo called) 


noe ap the Spiritual Court, tho! 
cappamg and: had. offered to the 
pr, Tam he cou eh it appear, that I wa 
Exror, by. clear Scripture, T' would SLE 100K for m 
- -"Whiend ; " 45d father That if he Sd nz 
from clear Scripture, that it was my 
God; to.cometo the Pariſh Churha 


duty if. th 


Part Lwould doe; I Spe rpg: 2 to 
0 inform me at that time, or any other, being go 

- able as-to/bid me come another time and he y 

+ diſcourſe with me: But being, after this ; 31, 

1 n Was Ss, the day verge | 
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by.my Perſecutors. fo! highly accuſed-to*be AniHeretich, .. 
ations Fellow, The Ringleuder of « Factious People, yea, 
oſpheer, an _Entmy to Ceſar, and 4 dangerous Fellow, 
reader "of dbngerous Printiptes\ and what" not ? 
ke the People think hardly'of me, and be- | 
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_ Qpreaae! 
* * lieve, if they could, againſt their Belief, that I was ſome 


_ black-Mo the'd uncharitable men. T could nothave one 7 
on at, m to ſhew, me my.re orted {ad Condition, 
- Prifon I muſt tie,” come what will'come of Wife 


but” 

.- and Children; fo that then my Wife went, with two F 
Briends more, to the: Arch-Deacon, (fo called) and ſhew- $& 

£ J him the unreaſonableneſs of my ſuffering, and the | 


Ted of my ibery ; "but his words were great Charges, © | 


_ as aforeſaid, though he never diſcourſed me about Reli- 
-* gion in his life, its true, he alſo ſaid, That he would come | 
© Fo me, and diſcourſe me, andif I was in the right, and hein _ | 
Ef ould come out of Priſon, and he would go in — |} 
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« will be-content'to ſtay where Iam; 'ohly T would be 
judged by: unprejudiced-men _ to the Truth, and, ſuch as 
are-not partial, nor make no outward Gain of the Scrip- 

tures: - Many others have - defired my Enlargement; 
ſome by Letters, and ſome have gone in Perſon, but all 
tails, except I will conform, an bo Aon Charges they 
have been at in laying me inPriſon; which thing I cannot, 

- or dare not do ; For, Firſt, I believe I ought-not to con- 

form tothe Worſhip that now by the Prieſts of this-Na- 
tion is maintained by their preaching and practice; ..I do 
not mean hy their-Purles,; _ forboth they and it coſt the 

People dear: ,--24ty, 1 believe;-that though. it be after the 
way which they call Hereſie, yet that the Worſhip I now 
own, is'the true Worſhip of God, and do find by good 
and great experience, that the Lord God of Heaven and 

Earth," who is a Spirit doth aNECOvE and own it ſotobe.; * 

1 


for the Worſhip I own and behieve is:the true Worſhip 


God, is that ſpoken of ini Johz 4. 23, 24- They that Wor- 
ſhip God aright, worſhip and ſerve him 11 Spirit and imFruth ; 


and faith our Saviour, The Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip 
2aly, Seeing our Lord Chriſt Jeſus, did ſet up, appolti 
and command this Worſhip, therefore TI believe T oughe; 

not to leave it, and run to another Worſhip, that is no - / 
where-commanded, either by Chrift, or any of his'A+ 
poftles, thinking thereby to ſave my Eſtate, and to live 
at liberty in the World, .and enjoy thoſe natural Rights 
and Priviledges I am free-born Heir to, which I ee the 
Drunkard, Smearer, Cmrſer and Proud Wicked Perſon is not 
gdeprived-of,” though he be ſo Wicked.. Le/th, SeeingT _ 
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to lay me inPriſon, ſeeing Tam a peaceable man, 
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for Perſecution, doth_not vir Lord Clirt protubs 
ſeveral times? If may be you will fay; Trs0” Fe: 
rion that's done in thit kind to au erronions Perſon, 
Though may be, for all that he is ſo called by you, 
call Taght Darkneſs, and Darkneſs Li 

ſa, and Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, 


is a'trae Chri- 
ut by his Perſecu- 


tors adjudged to be otherwiſe, and ſaid, and thought to + 


be that he 1s got, . which indeed is my cafe at preſent; 
Yet I fay again, doth not Chriſt prohibit” all manner of 
Violence, Cruelty, Impoſition,. and the like, when he 
bids his Followers, to love their Enemies, not Periecate 
their Friends ; and whatſoeuer they would that meet fhowld 
do unto them, todo ſo unto men, ſaying, This is the Law 
and the Prophets ; and ſaid, With what meaſure you mites. 
it ſball be meaſured to you again ? Is this obeying Chriſt's 
command, 1nlaying men inPriſon? For yowr would not 
be ſo done. unto for*your faithleſs Faith, and:worthlle(s 
Worſhip; and though you profeſs to love God, yet 
while you in Works deny him, I ſhall not much*heed 


yarns for he is a true lover of him+thar keeps - 
is Commandments, it will be ſo found one day, whey - | 


thoſethat pretended to Preach & Propheſic in his Name, 
and in his Name caſt out Devils, aſl be bidden;- depart” 
from him, workers of Iniquity : And if thoſe that preach 
;n his Name, and P phiefie in his Name, and: in his- 
Name caft out Devils,. be ſent away from him, becauſe. 
they,for all that, were workers of Imquity, what do you 
think will-be the Portion of thoſe that comein the Name 
ff Man, and Preach and-Propheſie ia Man's Name; and 
by Man's Authority only are held up ; - and inſtead of 
afting Devils out, tell People, They muſt lrve in WP 
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"a br, EE they are Chr// = 
"Ti 4 dy Fg things: they 'ought- 108, 

l tnc leave undon ings they ought, and are miſe- 

Pikes, in Otoai there is no Health; yet while- 


-put- intothe Prieſt's Mouth, are owned'as' a_dar 
"Brother and $iffer, and fo called when they are buried by 
him, though may be they have: killed themſelves by a 
drunken-bout': Oh! how dreadful will the end of theſe 
3 things be! Its a grief to my Spirit to think of it. 
But farther, did' not Chriſt command that both Tres 
and Wheat ſhould grow together * And doth not:theſe 
\ two. Words, Wheat and Tarexcomprehend'alt mankind? 
" What can you make for your PraCtices here ? "If I be a> 
Tare, on fhodls let me alone tilltheday of the Harveſt ; 
be For x # hat thou to do, faith the Apoſtle, with evceber | 
= min's Servant,” to his own Maſter he "#tands or falls," And: 
be Chriſt Jeſus ſhewed a Reaſon alſo, why he' would have 
: men to let them alone, and both grow together ;- For, 
ſaith he, /eit while you pluck up the Tares, ye root out the + 
Wheat alſo : Which clearly ſhews that men may be'-mi-' 
' ſfaken,, eſpecially thoſe rhat +have: not atrinfallible S 
rit'7 for "its the--Spirit'of God: tliat's infallible, : which 
ſcarcheth and makes all things manifeſt, even the 5 
things of God. And wehave had ſuMicient EXPErIEnce;' | 
that under:pretence of plucking up-the Tares, which 1s 
contraty-ro Chrift's command, the 'Devit hath'laboured. 
with all his Might, to root the Wheat out of the'World';; 
andthoughChrilt ſaith, He came nor to deſtroy mens'Lives, | 
but to fave them,yet the Devil-came to:kill & deſtroy mens: 
ard notto ſave-them': But:we find Chriſt rebuked. his! 
 _  Diſcipkes,| 
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Ken King inan outwary 0 NO 
to apts. by outward force, for if ſo, then would hioSe 
vants fight ; but he came <8 ſet up his Kingdom within 


in the Hearts. of men'; -ſo that-.it "was prochiled by the 
Lord,. that .he would give: him for a, Covenane to, the 


People, and- would create -new Hearts 1n.them, and 
«write his Law in them, and put his fear 10. their inward 
parts, and be their God. So when Chriſt came, ;he ſaid 
to. them, The FR 0 f Heeves js hs J0u; and ht, 
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the Pr bet, 
7g 
bad thoſe that they | foun caſting out Devils in his N 2me, 
bays they did not follyw'him ; _but; 5 Chriſt approve - 
t.? nay, he rebuked them, ſaying, . Hh Te ho Letiers with. 
we, ſeatters not : He that is not agai 7 me, ts for me; Mey 
thinks this might, betaken notice of by you Prieſts, that; ' 
perſecute me and others ; you. have ſeen ſome. of your 
drunken: Hearers become very; ſober men, - alter. = 
have.come td hear the Quakers '(as yourcall us) 
ſome of your Swearers, Curſing, Proud, Prophan 
ers become very Careful Livers, both in Words 4 
Decds: And what! doth this grieve you ? Methinks you; 
ſhould uns ſuch men .as theſe, . that prevail, ſp.upoen; 
Keoples H earts to.be good men, men/of your fide, if,yous 
or God, and ſhould, like Chriſt, who youcall your 
Lord and Maſter, rather rebuke ſuch as forbid us, than 
forbid-us your ſelves; .and when like Peter and John, we:: 
dare not but ſpeak. the things we. 6g and-fees and i og 
commanded, not. then to; ke , ug-and Apt us; in Prifon 
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your notice-t: , that thoſe 9a Fe rent 
onof the Tom ple, wereBuyers and Sellers : 
7h EF die 1F ich mult be whip out'of your 
oarhrerdthewg ad: fuck only be admitted to 
Preach as: would do it freely in Wark? But though” he 
did whipfach out, as aforeſaid, yet we never tead that® 
he whipe any-in ; or that if any would not come to thar 
place, that there hs irapriſned them; or fined them, or 
the like; no; 'he was a Sheptierd, tender and loving-un- 
won + if ons went-aftray, his way to fgtch themin 
hath been, and isever by his gentle calls unto them, *and 
: reproving., rebuking and checking of them in their 
IF hs hot his-Spirit, and following of them with his 
JHidgments if their inward man : So that for 
true peace with God, many have returned again 
Ons who ſhewsthem wherein they offend, and when 
they return, there is more Joy in Heavenrover one Sin- 
dnt oy nanety"nine Juſt Perfogs that need: 
off Perſons [mark that] theſe are-none 
of miſerable Offenders : But let me ask 
you, ES the gift of nee And that which js 
mot of Faith is Sin, is it not? If fo, then T ask, what: 
you, had gained if you could makes man chuſc rather 
to ord to yaur-Worlhip, x Vets urs T callit) contras. 
- ry to his Faith Lg Conſcience, than loſe hisenjoyments 
. LID Children, Liberty and Eftate, any more: then 
| 74 one that ſeemed to be that.he is not ? nay, 
'n better than a plain Heretick; for I- 
rake him to be ET that is condemned of hunſef, 
; caat . 
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ites and Hereticks, Sy 1s th Ik 
= in, to hold up their Idolatry 
m all Ages, wirncs Ba Pr wa $1 the ol 
knows 1 ;- well _ ad } weorjpa —_ ego in = 
lations, 'That the Devil ſhould caſt ſome of you into rifon : 
Some of whom ? ſore of the Servaiusand futhGf Wit- 
nefſes of Jeſus, who would not; -could not worlhip, the 
Beaſt. Bur further, ſuppoſe 1 wanted Faithand 2 right 


underſtandingof the things that belong to my everlaſt- 
ing Peace, doyou think that a Prifon 'will be a means to 


- bring me into the true Faith ? Can the Priſon Walls re- 
Ktifie my underſtanding; -or give me Faith; and Wiſdom? 
Did ever Chrift-commandthe/uſe ofa Priſin or Fine, /Sr 
any thing of that nature, 'to men that would -net' hear 
him, nor tholievs him ? -What ground'have you for this * f 
ſhew us your :Foundation for:thele Actions, gud-bting 
-Command;:Preceptor nm from Ghritier 
His Servants; :andthen 1 flall chinkþetitvr off 
let me rellyou, one: ay! 
tiontb be what'theProphet Told: 
8d 15 9567 Fr ahora 33 Therlare eau ll 
your own Souls}! t] 
om: not 2 vir tam fodg 
_ 'Fraothis dake; _ DD 
| n are neay and 
-1-tave Flnh in Gobcommrbing chk thbiny!and = 
{wilbrake-care for-'clibitifund ode 100, indathar Each 
Lord -upon-all -gectuirits, bleed bisis) Nhmeieegear; 


ith it-iS: hard} andwill be dofounilong Dayito you, 
; tha far WTR: manor ans dem ſoy 


ofthe bee bunt 3 et 

WA Aran of Old ft by thr 

t& have taken with the! Servatirs of Jeſiis 

ficaeſs Pars Accnſersiand Rerſecutors; We, 

A "found this Mah a peftilent Fellow, a mover 

}: # Ring-leader of the Seth of the Nazareans, &c. 

{org ot hs of thoſe gs, the Series, 

i]ees, | :Peleſts 'an aters, that ecuted our 

te&tkord hd Mafter:Jeſus Chriſt td him- to: be 
Enemy r6|Cxſat;4.Bla/phemer, and a Deceiver, &c. 

"And you that are my erſecutsrs, are you-not much 

"like theſe men aforeſaid, who perſecuted Chriſt and his 

poly ain cryedto the Rulers:for help, in your pro- 

ainſt me?” And though ſome'of you never 

E ſs ST know: of,” and none'of you-ever came to dif- 

courſe 'me,” or foe wherein I was miſtaken, as to my 
"Faith andPrinciples; yet you can fling it:out, That I ax 

Tr rae on, and A <rgmnmet and: FUns wp and, down 

Clhagtes wilt one: "< bb remenbred; except 
- Rs ' whi hi Tdefireryort may; And as I faid See, 
_ x doings; and ſte who you'run aralle] rs 
b are but Men, F wmay be-miſtaken, 

| pus: Coe —_— it, and: eb fare cant 

Et right; 'but you go by:gonje- 

T "andreſt" werent; [Judgment of -ancieft Fathers, 

Divines} Zeahev Authors,” or Hon, own Conh- 

tings, prgren rg :and are. uncertain, and; leavei the 

| "nſarivfed and fo tnanifeſt your ſelves r6;be ſach 

Boe 'not ſeat with'the|Lotd's Meſſage, received; from 

God himfalf,” as by all your uncertain'beating the Air:is 
manifeſt to! every ops? ' whole = the Lord hath opp 
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hispure Spirit : 


men 
, 

do belpng to my Peace,and follow you,that I ſhould/then- 
be led to aCt both in Principle and Praftice, and do'thoſe 
things T ought not, and leave undone thoſe things I ought to 
do; and'then I could nor eſcape being - 4 miſerable Sinner 
and Offender, in whom there 1s no health,, Now ſuppoſe 
[ ſhould, contrary to my Faith and Knowledge, -come 
to you, and live agd dye in Error, for fear of being here 
kept in Priſon, and-brought to Poyerty in the World, 
which, bleſſed bethe Lord, I value not in compariſon of 
my Peace with him, the God of Peace, and think to 
"plead with God, and ſay, I did what I did in ſubmiſſion to 
man's Will, who [aid, they were the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
was forced to it by the chief Prieſts of our Country, and muſt 
either ſubmit to their Wills, or lie in Priſon, my Goods ſport- 
ed, my Wife and Childrew impoveriſhed ; ſo that 1 did what 
T'a:d only to ſave my Eſftate,and have my Liberty,@&c. or elſe 
I would not have done it,for it was. againſt my Faith and Con- 
frience, and becauſe of the fear of Man : Will this excuſe 
me ? If not, - then I ask you, Can you excuſe::me to 
God, and aſſure me of it, that if I will conforqvto your 
Worſhip, and give you Monies for a Pardon of mY ons 


= 


obedience to God in diſobedience to-you ? For fo indee 
the caſe lieth ; if nor, that you cannot excuſe me, if-you 
ſhould or could force me to ſin againſt God, then why 
ſhonld not I, who am a peaceable man, and wrongs no 
'- mani, but lobes all men, -have my hberty to. live,” as I 
dare dye? Secing I muſt anſwer for g:y lelf, and Rand 
or fall to my own Maſter, whathave, you to do to judge 
. me, who am the Lord's Servant ? - And if. not, mu 
-ftand or fall to him Lferve: Or how dare you {mite 
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n Mlow Serra: in riſon, tha 
xwed b dred Pence, was fo ſevgrly judg Ft 
Lor8, Who'had forgiven him a greater F-- 
tau we words in Prayer, Forgeve ws gur Treſ- 
* paſſes, 4s we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt ws : And 
would you notkave God anſwer your own deſires ? Con- 
fidertheſethings, and learn t6 do as you would be done 
unto; for with the ſame meaſure you mete, it ſhall be 
meaſured unto you again : And zemember -what our 
Saviour layeth down as great offences at the laſt day to 
thofe onthe left Hand, Go you Curſed into everlaſting Tox-, 
mext with the Devil and his Angels ; Or, Depart from me, 


s n Je workers of Tniquity, T know you not ; for I was an hun- 
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% y, and you geve me yo Meat ; thirſty, and you gave me no 
bo Dromk:; Naked, and you cloatbed a £58 Sik ps in Pri- 
Fs ſon, and you viſued me not. And when they anſwered, 
Be MW hen ſamwe thee an hungry, thirſty, naked, &c. and did nor 
j miniſter unto thee? He told them, Inaſmuch as you did it 
20t to one of the leaſt of theſe that believe in me, you did it 
pt to *. r. low its clear, he takes that which 1s 
done to his Followers as done to himſelf ; for indeed it 
is for his fake, who teaches us to live Righreoully, So- 
pety and 'Godlily in this preſent evit world ; and'be- 
caulewe obey him, and keep his Commands, therefore 
are we hated of all men for his Name's ſake; bur the 
Wicked are not thus treated by you, the Swearer, Lyar, # 
 Drunkard, Proud Perſon, &c. are ſet at Liberty, iand in 
theſe dayes the men in Faſhion ; But if it be ſo greatan' F 
offence not to. viſit the Servants of Chriſt, when in di> þ 
ftrels ; what will it be to thoſe that layeth them in Pri- © | 
; fon, and keep them there, Which is a means to bring 


| them 


; he 4g. 
7, of 


”- #4 


164 © 'T 
Was it not” ſai 
1 | 1 FI 


6 \ 
= © 

- « 45 \ 4 o » a ; 

G R © J , p 4 * aw. = 5 
\ > = , 7 A TE l o 
4 F , s | x S. | EI! F . | , 
an ar Wa = ; 
; Y .T, , — 
{ is As a ' | ® ; 2 — > 
| -. wy " - ' 


ol 
- s . 
-4 w 


his portion be that noFonly offends them, but perſecutes 


3 them,impriſons them, ſpoils their Goods,belyes and {lan- 
1 dersth&fr Perſon, and miſrepreſents them to the World, 
$ takes the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous from him, and 
{trips him from dear Wife and Children, and' cauſeth 
! themtoſufferalſo; thoygh its ſaid, Curſed ic he that parts 
Max and Wife. Oh! what excuſe can you make at the 
laſt day for theſe things! How unlike are you tohim, 
1 that is good to allkmen, and laid down his Life a ranſom 
{ forall, and doth cauſe his Sun to ſhine uporfall, and his 
1 Rain to deſcend upon all, ind his Grace.that brings Sal 
q vation appears. in all, and ftrives with all. And this al- 
3 ſo you might conſider, that it hath never been the pra- 
; tick of any Prophet or Apoſtle, or Servant. of Jeſus 

Chriſt, to perſecute any man for Conſcience fake, or for 
2 bis Faith ; but on the contrary, it hath ever been- the 
I praQtice of the falſe Prophets, that run on im the way of 
1 Blazr,' for Gifts and.Rewards, greedy Dogs that.can 
never have enough, / blind Guides, - that love Darkneſs, 


fnd hate the Light, Serpents that have perfect Enmity” 


Egainſt the Children of God ; and fo are Enemyes to: 
Chriſt Jeſus, Beby/oſp Merchants, who come in: the 
. Power of the Beait,thefe in all: Apes perleciite the Lambs. 
gJollowers, and hate the appearance of him, where-ever 
St is ; fo that the Apoſtle ſaith, He that's Borw after 
 Feſb, perſeintes him that's Born after the Spirst > Even fo 
& is now, and hath been in all Ages ever fince Cas 


fime,. who flew his Brother 4bel, becauſe Atel's Works: © 
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offended one of thoſe little Qnes that believed in Chriſt, 
than he ſhould have done ſo? If fo, then what will 
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 Now1 mightmentiogmany after Cay, that were Pep. 
 ſ{ecutors,as the Sodonyres, who ſaid'concerning Lot, This owe 
-  , Fellow came in to ſojourn,and he will Yeeds be a Tadee: becauſe 
>- * -heentertained the Angels of the Lord, they: prefſed lore 
- * upon him; but the Lord delivered/him;whoſ Rehreoms 
”  -Soul was grieved with the filthy Converſation” of the. 
wicked Sdomites, and brought down his Righteous 
Judgments upon their heads in z dreadful manner :”"And 
the Zgyprians, who. refuſed to let I/rae! have liberty to 
® & the Lord,perſecuted them very ſore; but the 
. wrought their Deliverance, and rendered unto Pha- 
raoh and his People according to their deeds, as you may 
read at large in Exodas. Likewiſe Jezabel that perſecu- 
ted them that would not worſhip Bas/, God: Almighty 

; ment, down his heavy Judgments upon her, _ the 
falſe Prophets of Bas/ that. fed at her Table. Remenfber 
Proud that was full of Indignation againſt Morde- 
cai, becauſe he ſtood not up nor moved for him ; : and how 
hot he was in his mind to; have Mordeza and all the Jews 
and old, deſtroyed and killed in one day, charging 
| themto the King, (to whom they were very good Sub- 
." Jets, as appeared by Mordecaz, who diſcovered the Trea- 
{on of-rwo- of the King's Chamherlains, Keepers of the 
Door, who ſought to lay hands ouffthe King): That there 

_ - were a certain People ſcattered and diſperſed anupng the Reople 
. #3 all-the Provinces of his Kingdom ; and their Laws, faith - 
.. he, are devers from all People, neither keep they the King's 
> - TLams; therefore it is not, ſautyihe, for the Kzngs Profit to 
 _-.- ſuffer them; though wedo xiot hear, but they were all 
,  --  peaceable,-and hurt no man, only in. matters of Worſhip 
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er, and'fell ined ft hinfhlF-'a aken'in: th 
Jet which he (| pread for others ; glory unto God forever, 
whos Eyes are F vs the Righteous, « and his Fars open 
v their, Prayers. , : 54 
. Remember it was Paſbur, the,ſon of Imer the jeſt, 

that finote Jeremiah the Prophet, and put him the 
Stocks, Fer. 20. 12. For what ! for- obeying the Lord. 

Alfo, in chap.26. when he ſpoke the W ord off the Lord in 
the hearing of the Prieſts, and of the Pro s and Pebple, 
then the Prieſts and the Prophets and all the Peop 150k 
him, ſaying, Thou (halt ſhirely dye; and the Priefts and 
Prophety, ſpoke unto the Princes, and to all the People, 
ſaying, 7 his man is worthy to dye, for he hath Sp againſt 
this City : What Prie#s and Prophets were theſe ? Such as 
could Hatter, difſemble and ye, and turnto any —_— 


- people fancied Y make themſelves rich ; ſee chap. 
&c. Theſe were.the as that lay in wait,that ſet Snares 4 oy 


and catched men, whoſe Hooſes were fulldf deceit, fark ba w"1 
. 


are become great ahd waxenrich ; they are waxen fat they ſhine, 
they. overpaſi the deeds of the Wicked, they judge not the Cauſe 
of the Fatherleſs,yet they roſper and the Right of the Ne 


do they not judge ; but the Prophets oropheſe falfly,” and t 
Prieſts bear rule by their Means, and my People love to hve 


it ſo; and what wilt you do in the end ; ; Shall 1 not viſit for 


theſe things, ſaith the Lord ? ſhall not my Soul be. avenged on 


ſuch a Nation as this * A wonderful and a hoyrible thing is 
committed in the Land, &c. the falſe Prophets, and the great 
rich fat Pri eſts bear role. Oc. yea, fr 4 rel the leaſt of them,even 
to the greateſt of them, e very one is givew to C overouſreſs, 

and from the Prophet, even to the Prieſt, every one dealedh 


falſy * They have healed alſo the hurt of the Daughter of my 
pope lightly, ſaying, Peace, Peate, "when there is no Pence, 
C Ter : T Jv 
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the Lord prelerved him, -and wrought his deliver- 

"And Ns org to mention Shadrach,Meſhach and, 
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710 tobey.the Kzjngs Law concer ning 
Felorfed in the hot firey Furnace, « 
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 burthoſet caft;themin were flaiti with the flame : 
> Likewiſe Daziel, who ceaſed not to pray, andgive thanks 
hefote his God. three times a day, when the King had 
giver out & Law to thecontrary, and'/the Lorddelivered 
bi out of the Lyons Den, and-thoſe that accuſed him 
and--informed againſt him were caſt into the Lyons Den, 
with their Wives and Children, and the Lyons had Ma- 
ſtery over them, and brake all their-Bones in pieces, or 
© ever» they came at the bottom of the Den. So its clear 
= © thorow all the old Teſtament,thatthe words of the Apo- . 
= K{learetrue,. He thats born after the fleſh aiways perſeruted 
him that was born after- the Spirit ; and o it 1s itill ; for 
John Bapti# and our Saviour had no better entertainment 
than the Prophets had had before them ; for as Chriſt tells 
us by. way of Parable' in Matth. 21. When the Lord had 
ſent luis Servants to thoſe Hucband-men, unto whom he let out 
 » his Vineyard, and they beat ſomekilled ſome, and toned ſome; 
= laſt of allhe ſent his Son, and him they took and ſlew alſo, and 
- c0zhis day are the high+Prieſts and Rulers ſlaying, cru- 
cifying and mardering the holy One and the Juſt, in his 
- 2108 and- Servants, - in whom he appears, telling the 
'World, This Light within, which ſhines in the Flearts and 
Confſciences of men, it a Deceiver, a Deluſion of Satan, a dark 
.Latherne, and what 'not. ?- though it 1s. only this that 


difrovers the thoughts and'intents of the heart,and makes: 
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World, but men love Darkneſs xathe: 
aceds are evil ; for every one t vat , 
either cometh tathe Light, leſt hit deeds [hou 
ut he that doth Truth cometh to the Eight, that } 
be made manifeſt that they are wrowaht in God, 
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clear,. Light and Darkneſs.ca 


e; lot 


thereforethe- old Serpent Prings 


could not;but preach the things they had heard and ſeen, 
and. continued: in the Power of God, Working m1 bolye 


tothehealing of the ſick, and .ſuch;as were vexed with p 
unclean Spirits, then the high Prieſt, and thoſe that were #8 
with him, were filled with Indignation, and laid theis * & 
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al ; NY | mple, and teaching 
the People ;; Captain with the Officers, and 


Prieſt faid, "Did not we fraitly command you, that you ſhould” 
nofteach in this Name, &c? Then Peter & the otherApo- 
Me anſwered, We ought to obey God rather than man, Aﬀts +. 
[read it.) How like thoſe Prieſts "and Officers are theſe in 
our days? And how plainly walk theſe in the ſteps of 
thoſe, andpraQtiſe the like ings againſt thoſe that walk 
in” the Spirit and PraCtice of the Apoſtles? And how 
clear is it, thatin all Ages it was thoſe that were born 
after the fleſh, that perſecuted thoſe that were born after 
” the fpirit? to whom itspgiven, not only to believe, but to 
ſuffer for his ſake ; not to perſecure any for his ſake,no,nor 
for refleQting him neither ; -but its evident the Perſecu- 
fors are ſuch as ſeek to pleaſe men, not God; this is clear 
from Herod,who after he had killed Fohz rhe Baptiſt, grew 
morevile, and ſtretched out his hands to vex certain of 
the Church, after Chrift was mightily manifeſted in his 
Apoſtles ; and he killed James, the Brother of Fohn, with 
the Sword; and becauſe he ſaw it pleaſed the Fews, he 
proceeded further to'take Peter, and apprehended him, 
and put him.in'Priſon, but the Lord ſent his Angel, and 
-delivered him out of Priſon, and from the hands of proud 
Herod, whiotn the Angel of the Lord {mote, and he gave 
up the ghoſt, 'and waseaten of Worms, becauſe he gave 
+. Rot Godthe glory. This allo is clear from P:laxe, _- 
FX - 7 | 'KNEW 


Temple at Jeruſalem, and ſtirred up all the people, and 
- . aid hands-on him, and cryed out" This #s the man that 
reacheth all men every whete againſt the People, and the Law, 
and this place ; and they went-about to kill himybut he was 
delivered out of their hands by -Lyſsas the” chief Captain, 
and ſent him to Felix, where he was accuſed by Tertulles, 
- (the high Prieſt Anania being preſent) Ts be 4 peſtilent 
Fellow, and a mover of Sedition among ſt all the Jews through- 
out the World, and 4-Ringleader of the SetF of the Nazareans, 
& that he had gone about to prophane the Temple : Paul makes 
his defence before Felix, and Felix perceived the matter, 
diſcourſed Paul afterwards, and the Power of God reach- 
ing him, he trembled, yet was ſo Bent for to get. Mo- 
nyes; for its ſaid, hehoped that Moxey would have ben given 
hins of Paul, that he might looſe him, ſent-for himthe oftner 
| and communed- with him ; yet when Peſtus came into Felix's 
Room, Felix willing to ſhew the Jews 4 pleaſure, left Paul 
bound : Feſtus being come into theProvince,the high Prieſt & 
the chief of the Jews informed him againſt Paul. . After that 
Paul was brought before the Judgment-leat, where the 
Jews laid many and grievous Complaints againſt Paul, 
which they could not prove, Paul anſwered tor himſelf ; 
but Feſtus willing to do the Fews a pleaſure, anſwered, 
Paul, wz#lt thou go upto Jeruſalem, and there be judged ? for 
that the.Jews. deſired, andthought tolay wait in the way 
to kill him.; but-Pasl trtocgliel to Ceſar, and afterward 
declared beſore Agrippa, and Bernice his Wife, and Feſtuc, 
How he had been a Perſecutor of the Charch himſelf, and went 
46 Damaſcus with Authority and Commiſſion from tbe chief 
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-01 eereſty..to- keepin favour with the people, . 
to dojuſtly to them who were maliciouſlg,and fallly 
aGuledto.them;and how clear isit that they havealways 
- been a Generation of Ca/z's Children, that quenched'the 
Spirit. of God, and-ſcr at nought all his eounſel, which 
-periceuted.them that were born of it, and lived in it, and « 
were never Pepſecutors of any: for Conſcience ſake ? '' So 
that per/ecarmon 1s.an evident {ign'of perdztion,where-ever tt 
appears,and /uffering for Chriſt an evidentſign of /a/vatiop, 
ge that of God bop Soros ro have taken joyful- 

the {poiling of their goods, & rejoyced they were thought 
Ub any f for his ſake; nd « $-4.55% they have 
matlndbout if Goat-skins and Sheep-skins, and havebeen 
deſtiture; affiitFed-and tormented, yet its laid, The World was 
wot worthy of them; and they plainly declare, That they ſeek. 
- « better Country; a City that hath a Foundation, whoſe Builder 
«2d Maker is God: «And though they go through great 
Tribulation, yet they. have their: Robes waſhed, and made 
, white in the Blood. of the Lamb, and follow the Lamb whither 
; « ſoever he. goeth; having an Eye to him that is mnviſwle, and 
*  reſpett tarhe recompence of Reward:; forthe Lord takes that 

_ which is done to them as done'to himſelf, and therefore 

{aid he, Saul, Saxl, mhyperſecuteſt-thou me ? | 


Oh! that you would conſider theſe-things;. you that - 

y. tothe Rulers for help againſt.thoſe. that cannot 

tals 79is and Perſecute- them-that-ate your. greateſt”: 

” Friends, and all mens: Ceaſe: your Cruelties, 'and' - 
* yield. Obedience: to the:commands-of him; who.isLoyd. 
|} of all, and hath bidden youdo as ypu wquld be-done by, 

and 
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all men,” and to hurt no man,- 
no man, &c. For we-read. not of ua 


of Jeſus Chriſt, that ever perl: any for ang __ 
ſake ; for Conſcience is God's 'Throne in man, and he 09 +7 
only hath power over it, and it is. noleſs than uſurpation 4 
'to offer to impoſe upon it. Yow-pretend-to be Prote- 
.fants,. and that that Name firſt came up by proteſting 
againſt Impoſition ; and what, is it now to be praftiſed! 
They condemned it, and ſo doth God and good Men 
through all Ages. And it is hard that men. cannot live 
under: the Government, except they ſubmit their Con< »; 
ſciences to every Edict, andask you what Religion they * 
muſt be of ; though its well known, we are peaceahle. * 
- men, and alſo ſober, juſt, OY and friendly as 
any men in the Nation ; neither do we make ſpoil of 
the Creation, either in Meat, Drink or Apparel: And 
ſo, why ſhall not we have liberty to Ifve as we dare dye? 
"Truly it is very "nay vo a either to.compel us - 
to believe againſt. our Belief, or elſe to-Impriſon us and- 
ſpoil our Goods for prattifing what 'we believe, when it - 
1s not in the lea{t--contrary to the: moral Law of God : 
*Methinks you might afford us better entertainment ; the 
Apoſtle exhorts to entertain Strangers; for ſo. did the 
good men of Old, and ſo entertained Angels - una- 
wares ſometimes. And what, ſhall I ſay you do not 
know us, who:you 1n {corn call-:Qmakers-? for if you did, 
'Thope you would not perſecute us.; and though you dg" 
. not know us, yet as Strangers you might afford us bet- 
ter entertainment than you do ; all we delire of you, is 
, - but Liberty to ſerve our God according to his mind, | 
VR a GE oy It, PT hon b 
di d, they refuſed to let:1/rae{ paſs. quietly through * '2 
their Land, -on the King)s. prin, | gh they -— 


Ld 


i: would 


Tfracl 86. And is not this like ourzaſe? * We- cat-no. 
man's Bread for nought ; we covet no mans Silver, Gold 
or Apparel; we-injure no man, hurt no man, defraud 
no man ;, we love all'men, and do good to all men; and 
_ all we defire, is to'paſs yy through the World unto « 
E Kingdom of Promiſe : And we heartily defire you 
did know us, and then you would kriow your olves 
better ; and however, one day you will know us, and 
be afhamed that your entertainment of rhe true Servants 
of Jeſus Chriſt, hath been Fines, \{poiling of Goods, 
Impriſonments, _—_— Stonings, falſe Accuſations, 
Shnders and Eyes, calling us Cheats, Herericks, falſe 
Prophets, and what not ? thisis, and hath been our en- 
tertainment amongſt you, and is mine at this day in Pri- 
ſon, becauſeI cannot, dare not play Hypocrite, and go 
contrary.to my Faith: But you will ſay, may be, That 
" my Faith is not true Faith, but I believe an Error. 1 an- 
{wer ; you cannot prove' to Charges agaim{t' us from 
clear Scripture, which ſaith, That zt is not only grvew un- * 
fo us to believe, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake we believe in : 
But it no where faith, its given us allo to make- others 
fuffer that do not believe. And ſuppoſe T did want a 
right underſtanding and true Faith, (I ſay again) do 
you think that a Priſon will help me? Can 4 Priſon give 
. Faith *. Can Priſon Walls reQtihe mens Underſtandings ? 
®Lay aſide theſe Carnal Crutches, and bring Spiritual 
"Weapons; Truth is ſuificient to plead its own cauſe ; 
_ and Faith is the gift of God: Its only baſe Car's' falle 
-Worſhip that forceth : He'that will not worſhip*the + 
. Beaſt, or receive his mark in his Forehead, - or in his 
4 Hand, muſt be killed, orno man muſt Buy or Setl-with 
S. * - him atleaft : So Error and Enmity, Envy and/Zruelty. 
n alwayeg 
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"own worth ; and its the manner and nature-of true 
_ -Faithto work by Love; pure ws 10m and true, 1s 10- 
ving God above all, and our pt urs as our' ſelves ; 
and in this love we ſhould viſit the Fatherleſs and Wid- _ 
dows,and not make Widdows and Fatherleſs (in a ſence) 
by caſting the Father and Husband in Priſon ; this is not 
ta keep unſpotted from'rthe World ; For its faid, the 
World ſhould hate us, (who are true followers of Chriſt) 
and perſecute us, and excommunicate us out of their Sy- 
nagogues, and ſay all manner of Evil fallly againſt us ; 
yea, our Saviour tells us, They ſhall bring us befire Kings 
4nd Rulers for a Teſtimony againſt them : But Chriſt Jeſus 
no where bids his Diſciples excommunicate thoſe out of 
their places of Worſhip that would not believe,nor bring 
them before Kings and Rulers, +or- cry to Rulers for ro 
put them 1n Priſon,Fine them, and ſpoil their Goods ; Its 
true, he bids them ſhake the Duſt off their Feer for a teſti 
mony againſt them that would not receive their Teſtimonies ; 
but when they would have had-Fire from Heaven to 
have deſtroyed thoſe that did not receive him, Chriſt re- 
buked them, and ſaid, Te know not what manner of Spirit 
 -90u are of; the Son of man it not come to deſtroy miens Lives, 
but to ſave them: Its true, he tells them, The Rulers of 
the Gentiles exertiſe y hct's over them, and their great 
Ones exerciſe authority upon them , But, ſaith Chrift, zt ſhall 
wot be ſo amongſt you, &c. Remember what he compared 
the angry Seribes and Phariſees to, who took offence at: 
borh Job Baptift and himſelf, and indeedalmoft all that 
God ſent amongſt them ; faith he, ©T hey are like unto Chil- 
even fitting in the Market-place, and calling one to another, 
and ſaying, We have Piped unto you, and you have not Dan- 
ed; we have Mourned unto you, and you have not Lament- 
| &, Ke. | And is not this tike you ? who are till ſo Child- 
+ GE// 


th - your Pipe, nor Lament afte your 
* . will you not doas you would be done by * 


lourning_; © W 
ou woukl 
not take it well tobe. forc'd to Conform to us, would 
you.? Then I ask you, why will you not be Merciful, 
* (as Chriſt commands you) 4 your Father (faith he) 5s 
Merciful, who i kind ({aith he) to che Unthankful, and to 
. the Evil? Let your Fruits declare you to be Branches of 
' thetrue Vine, and Children of God : Have you forgor 
what's ſaid of the man that fell among Thieves, as 
he went from Jeruſalem to Jericho? the Thieves {tripped 
him, and. wounded him, and. left him half dead; 
now the Prieſt paſſed by, and the Levite Jooked oz him alſo, 
paſſed by and left him ; but the good Samaritan took pity on 
him when he came by, and bound up his Wounds, poured 
in Oyl and Wine,and [et hins 0n his own Beaſt,and brought him 
© $0 4x Inn, and took care of him; - And ({aith Chriſt) go thoa 
 anddo likewiſe. Alack! how many lie wounded in Sin 
and Iniquity, and naked of all that's good ! And mutt 
bone take pity of them ? What! though it bea man of 
another. City or Society, if he hath Oyl and Wine, and 
will Texd « of Help, and do good to the Wounded, and 
help the Naked to a Garment, why ſhould you be offended ? 
It was ill in the Prief and Levite, that would not hel 
him themſelves, and ſhewed a charhſb, idle, eaſeful, ſells 
S$pzrot in them, that care not what comes of men, ſo they 
can eat the Fat, and clothe thersſebves with the Fleece, and 
tive at egſe + But it would have been much worſe in them. 
if they would neither a help'd him-themſelves, nor fuffer 
another to help him; but if he did,#ake bins and caſt hins i12 
Priſon,ſpeil his Goods,or put him to Decth, And Chriſt faith, 
Wo auto. you Scribes, Phariſces and Hypocrites,for ye ſput up 
theKjngdom of Heaven again men; for you neither go in your 
ſelves, neither. ſuffer ye them that are entring, to go in : Ws. 
b | unto 
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_ Howes, (yes, in our dayes, leaves her not 4 Cow to | 
| Milk, nor « Bed to lie on) And for 4 pretence (faith he) muke 
long Prayers ; therefore you ſhall receive the greater Condens- 
nation : Wo unto you blind Guides, who lay heavy Burdens 
and grievous to born upon men, but will not touch them wit 
one of your Fingers: But (ſaith Chriſt) they walk in long 
Robes, love the uppermoſt» Rooms at Feaſts, and the chief 
places in the Synagogues, and Greetings in the Markets, and 
fo be called of amen Rabbi, Maſter; But (ſaith he to his 
- Diſciples) be mot ye called Maſter, for owe i your Maſter ,even 
Chrift, and all you are Brethren. But perhaps you may 
ſay, We are not your Brethren. Well, ſuppoſe we were 
not, you ought to love us, if we were your Enemies ; 
But it we be not your Brethren, why do you take Tythes 
from us? For it was never known that the Children of 
Iſrael took 'Tythes of any, but only their Brethren ; ſee 
eb. 7.5 However, you = do all things in Chx- 
rity ; for the Wrath of man worketh not the Righteoul- 
neſs of God : Its ſaid, Mercy rejoyceth againſt Fudgment ; 
for he ſhall have y] dgeent without Mercy that hath ſeg 0 
Merey; for if ye have bitter Exvyings & Strife in your hearts, 
glory not, you are no better than Unbelievers ; therefore Lye - 
not againſt the Truth : Foy, ſaith the Apoftle, this Wiſdom 
deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh : 
For where Envy and Strife is, there is Confuſion, and every 
evil work ; but the Wiſdom that is from above, is pure, peace- 
able, gentle and eafie to be intreated ;, full of Mercy and good 
Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hypocrifie, and the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs is ſown in peace in them that make 
Peace. But ſay you,1] am « ſower or mover of Sedition. $0 
ſaid the Jews by Pas; but they accuſed him falſly, and fo 
do you me; for I fear God, and love all men, and herein 
40 Fn my felf, #50 have alwayes a Conſcience void of 
4 2 offence 
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- that is true? And the true Li 


19; (as the Apoſtle ſidthem of Old)and ſhew #5 our Errors, 
which are 70f to be found-in a Priſon; nor indeed in us,who 
ar and walk the Light,and Ne Children of4t. But 
ou may ſay, We walk diſorderly. Suppoſe we 
Ty Tn ? 'If <a will take the Apoſiles dbice.you 
ſhould withdraw from us; and if we obſerved not, or 
obeyed not the Goſpel-order, do as the Apoſtle bids you ; - 
For (laith he) sf any man obey not ouy Word by this Epiſtle, 
note that man, and have no company with him, that h2 may be 
aſhamed ;, Tet connt him not as an Enemy, but admoniſh him 
a9 4 Brother, [But not one Word of a Priſon or Fine.] - 
No,” (faith he elſewhere) the Servant of the Lord muſt be 
gentle wnto all men, apt to teach, patient, im Meekneſs in- 
ſtructing thoſe that oppoſe | themſelves, if God peradventure 
' mill give them Repentance to the acknowledoment of the 
Fruth'; and that they may recover themſelves ont of the Snare 
of the Devil, whoare taken Captive by him at his Will ; Qh, 
that you-would take notice of. this great piece of Ad- 
© vice ! And further concerning thoſe that have a 
form of Godtineſs, but deny the Power thereof, from ſuch 
FP turn away, faithhe. And fo, you would ſhew your diſ- 
= JIkeoffuch, anddiſawn them to be none of you; _ 
=” >} 15> WG aldd, 


in- the { vi 9 honeſt aaker, as 90 \ 
not ſpeak his own Words, - nor do his own Will, but 
lays down all-to follow the Lamb, in true Obedience ta 
ls. he requires and commands, though for the ſame 
the fuſer the loſs of all outward-things: And truly it 
is ſeen fulfilled, that he that will live Godly 1n Chriſt 

eſus, muſt ſuffer Perſecution ; and he that departs 
rom Iniquity makes himſelf a Prey. But the end of the 
Commandment. is Charity out of-a pure Heart, and of a 
good Conſcience, and Faith unfeigned ; And faith he 
thus, Warn them that are Unruly, Comfort the Feeble- 
minded ; Support the Weak ; be Patient towards all men ; 
ſee that none render Evil for Evil unto any man, but ever 
follow that which is good, both amongſt your ſelves, "and to 
. all mex: And then what follows * Rejoyce evermore : 
And truly ſo they might with mole PE 5 if this coun- 
{cl-were nd : Pray without ceaſing, (ſaith he that 
ſpoke in Charity) Iz every thing give Thanks, for this is 
the Will of God in wy Feſmus concerning you ; quench not 
the Spirit, deſpiſe uot —_—_ ; prove all things, hold 
faſt that which is good ; abſtain 7 £Þ all appearance of Ewil. 
Oh, what tender Counſel this. is} And what need 
have we ta take notice of it here in. Eveland! Nay, 
he tells you elſewhere, Though he ſpeak with "the 
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you call us? who dare 


Tongue of Men and Anzels, and have not Charity, I am 


become as ſounding Braſs, and a tinchling Simbal: And: 


though I have the gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all My-- 


fteries, and all Knowleage ; and though I have all Faith, fo 
that I could remove Mountains, and have.xo Charity, I avs 
nothing ; and though T beſtow all my Goods to feed 'the- 
Poor; and though I give my Bady to be burned; and have 
not Charity, it profiteth me nothing : Charity ſuffereths 

8” long, 
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et, that all Profeſſion or Religit out Cha: 
2 Compare but this with P&er*s words; 
Add-(Rath he) ro:your Fairh Vireue, ro Virewe K powledye, 
"Kpanledge Temperance, to Temperance Patience, to Pa- 
a#ience Go, "75 and 10. Godllineff Brotherly Kjndneff, and 
zo Brotherly-Kjndneſs Charity ; if theſe things be in you, 
_—_A | they make you that you ſhall neither be Barren | 
* or Unfruitful inthe Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
but he that lacketh theſe things,” is Blind, and cannot fee 
> 
Sos, if you would judge the Tree by its Fruits, 
-- what can you findof theſe things in Perſecution ? And. 
 . if you believe Scripture, *"methinks you may 'ſee the } 
> ery current of it runs = premagy againlt Perſecution, 
Vatteace, Oppreſiion, Cruelty, Uncharitableneſs, and 
Perhaps you may ſay, Its not worthy to be called Per ſe- 
P- yra"tp done As Hererick. 7 Je 
Let me Anſwer you once more ; Suppoſe you, that 
the: Scripture is to be. taken notice of,” and the Precepts | 
rein to.be minded ? then ſee whatit faith; 4 mar 
het is 4 Heretick , after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, 
rejeth, knowing that him that is ſuch, is ſubuerted and fin- 
nevh, being condemned of himſelf. So here he muſt be 
admoniſhed to obey what he knows ; for if he did not 
fin knowingly, -he would not condemn himſelf: But if 
he perfiſt and rejeQt Counſel, then reject him, difown 
kim, and have no Society with him, &s. [But not one 
word 1 putting him jn Priſon, Fine him, or ſpoil hus 
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oh gay ere | x 
na s$, I do what I do in Obedience to hinh,, 
ow him to juſtifie me, and comfort me" mm 
do know him 0 and it is a_light mager tobe | 
ed at mans day.z yet I for Truths. lake, Take, was free-bs 


clear wy ſelf pf your falſe Charges. 


But perhaps. ou may ſtill ſay, If I be no Heretich, 7 
am one that cauſes Diviſions and Offences towirury to your 
ine. 


. 


Well, fu poſe I be ; - nay, ſuppoſe T was one that 
cauſed Divi Lons and Offences contrary to the Do&rine 


of the Apoſtles, yet ſee wwe muſh 4 done to ſuch ; 
Why, faith the Apoſtle, 1 beſeech you Brethren, mark them 
that caufe Divi candy and Offences, contrary to our Dottripe, 


which ye have and avoid them, Avoid thei, 
what is that ? All flee their Com y : But let me-tell 


you, we are none. of this Gs 1 r we cauſe no Divi- 


ſions from the Truth ; it is our Ravi and labour in the 


Lord, that men'may be truly joyned unto the Truth, 
and live in it; and its thoſe that ſerve not = Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Bellys, who by He 
| Words and fair Speeches deceive the Hearts 
Simple ; but theſe goods Words and fair Speeches the 
Feagec muſt Pay them well for too, elſe they muſt 
nA But for. good Works and fair Cons 
are not to be found amongſt the 
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ſed to tall me) for 
Worſhip ;..no, God 
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